Gert Kromhout

Aboye Nestling in behind the boom of o LSAF KC-T3ER from Hrie
100th Air Refuelling Wing, this Mirege Fl, along with other exam-
ples from Reims, recently porticipated in the NATO exverclse Brilliont
Ardlent l Apell. ve-fsinss 36T SUETIN U kY

Right: A formation of two FICRs in the merkings of ER 1/33 and
ER 2733, Although the aircraft wear different markings they serve
within the peal of avallable olrcraft at Relms, During troining fMights
it may be o ¢ave of both aircrofl helag fown by pllots from the seme
squadrom. AL PEOME AUTROE, LESS STEFER -
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HE MIRAGE F1 s known for its
beautiful lines. It doesn't matter from

which angle you loak 2t It it just looks
qood, Mevertheless, it is not very popular with
student pilats. This becomes obvisus from the
chefee yaung aviatars give at the snd of their
advanced training on the Alphajes. The F1 is
their last cholce. The Rafale and Mirage 2000
are not only a lot sexier, but the chance of
gualifying as = fighter pilot in thess two types
alsa Is considerable greater simply because
the F1is 2 difficult jer to master,

The F1 design dates from the 1970s, At that
timz, there were no compulars to oage the
pilat’s workload in the cockpit Although the
French aincraft has had updates aver the yoan
mission planning and flying is still ‘old school

50, in the navigatian room of Escadran de
Reconnaissance [EC) 2/33% Savoiz You are
under the jllusion that yau're back In time
The piless plan and draw their flight roure the
alc-fashion way, on paper maps Spread ave
large tables. Afrer camgleting their charts
they digitize thelr ground track so that the
aircraft navigation system knows whers the
pllot wanes 10 go and at what time. In the
Mirzge FICH, they can follow their routes on a
rolling map display in the cockpit. Yes, It ic old-
fashioned, time consuming and Impractical,
butit Is also & great leaming experience.

Going the Distance
The replacement process Is slow bus steadily
advancing, althaugh the speed of retiring
Is much higher than replacing, despite the
fact that the last of the Fis leaves the Franch
Alr Force (FAF] only In 2004, Inall fairness, it
should be noted that the FAE i simultaneously
running & major downsizing and restructuring
progam. In fact befare the last F1 squadran
dlsbands, squadrons flying much newer
Mirage 20005 have afready disappeared
In July 2008, the FAF EC 1/30 ‘Alsace” at
Colmar-Meyenhelm, followed by EC 2/30
Mormandy-Nidmen'in July 2008, Around half
of the 25 F185 and CTs of 2/30 found thelr Wy
o storage at Chatesudun air base. Bath the
recee squadrons at Reims, until then flying &
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F1 Finale

Mirage FICR 6427 112-CC° holds station for the
benefit of the comera. The alroralt corrles the

stondard lood of twoe external fuel tonks vnder
the wings, and on this eccosien o lerge proctice
bomb dispenser oa the rrnh-d'l'nrprz

Alghaniitan mitdon mark

ings on o Mirope FICR

SCUD HUNTING

NJANUARY 15, 1991, when the French
'govarnment realised that 1t inat minuce
diplomatic offorts were nol going to convince
Saddam Husseln Lo withdraw his forces from
LTS qrodsnd nid air componenii were
placed undes Central Commant [CENTCOM)
Howmver, with The pro-imgh Detenca Mintarer
snll yiesding same mifuence i Paris,
CENTOM fwas nictitled that French foroes
w=ra not to'be used inside Iran (& restriction
thar was oo |ifed)
Although . grounded for the first few days of
the wiar, o weodt possible mis-identficatisn
of fragi Mirages, dual-nole Fremch As Foroe
FECRs everyiually saw action on January
2h when they joined Jagusts on bembang
missions over Kuveart and southemn rag. From

Fetirunry 5, Mirtige Fly wate agakn usod i thi
recoinnalsnce mbe 5% the Stud hunt diverted

an acetaloe thare of Hmited USAF taclical
temnnm:isam’s Zasats Mismiona wers fhown oy
m pakre of atreenf bo endurg mrnpkﬁmn =i

if the primary aircraft was forced 1o abort or
suffered equipment fallire. Whislher operating
i the sirike of reconnansancs moles, the Fis
and the Systeme de Navigation dAttaque et de
Reconmalssance, or Strile ond Heconnalssantn
Syshem performisd well and reiiablby.

Other contributions made By the Fly during
the war included dissimilar srcraft comtmt
train by Furminhing detmled information and
specilications-on French-supplled equiprment
&f the lran farces and sasepsment of lreg)
pilots’ baining and capabiliten.

By the end of Desert Sorm. Miregs FI1Cs had
flovwrn 150 sorties. while FICRs had completed
114 combal missions aFwW - GHENN SINDS -
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Below: The small dimensions of the cockpit are dienrfy apporent in this view, The pitot 5its on 0 Martio-Baoker
FIOM rero-zero ejection seat. The in-flght refueliing probe b offset to the starboord, ond conted fo the right

fo mimdmise s intrusion Into the pilots Aefd of vew. The probe & streamiined to minimise cerodynomic drog,
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solaly with the F1CR, received eight CTs (a few
others are in fiyable storage at Chateaudun Air
Base), Moreaver, EC 2/33 also received five Mirmge
F1B traireiets [@nather three ame in fyible storagel.
With the closure of Colmar as an air force base,
Reims became the last base equipped with the F1,
S0 Saviis’ is 2 unique squadron. It fiies with threa
diffeerent types and is tasked with four missions. 1
is primarily a recce sguadron. [ts second missian
|5 ground attack, the third air defence and the
fourth, since the disbandment of 2/30, pilot
training. Sister squadron EC 1/33 ‘Belfart), alio
baged at Relms, only flies the F1CR and CT and
performs the sam missions except for tralning,
Actually, both squadrons use each other’s aircraft
since the FAF adopted & new structure a couple of
years ago in which the malntenance departments
were pulled from the flying squadrons and

ﬂa.htn H-ﬂ.l 1!1: urigra ]3 m:nummmz cantéra fyi-
tem, this wiew is of the southern reglon of Helmand.
Although in block ond white, the intelligence onalpits
prefer this fo colour fmaged. £ 278 S200IE, Wa ATH

Like most llrm‘.l‘r of its grmnrﬂm Hn' Mimpl' F1 is of all-metal :nlsh'lrrmrﬂ -r-‘th no r-lgm‘uwnt wie of
odvenced alloys or compasites. The fusefage ks of o comventhonal semi-menocogee construction. The wings have
tweo maln spars and four eesillary spars.
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The Mirage FICT force will be maintained with elgh? aircraft of Relms, with o few more kept In flyable stornge

wt Chateandun, Though flying with ER 2/33. this CT 2337 112:QT sl wears the imsignla of GC 2/30 ‘Narmandy

Wiemen' morkings as well in codes [n fate October 2009,

put into & separate unit, In this case this unit is
Escadran de Soutlen Technigue Adranautique
(ESTA 2E4033,

Prier te the closure of Colmar, Reims had a
shormage of spade parts, but since the disbandment
aof EC 2/30 they have plenty, However, thars is
a serve shortage of technicians o malntain
these jets and this i5 3 major problem at Boims,
These shartages are caused by the restructuring
pragramme and the upcoming closure of the air
base The FAF wants its werk larce 1o be reduced
by 23 percent within two years.

Recce Operations

n 1983, the CH entered sérvice as tha
replacament for the Mirage IR, These
CR-girfframes ars the youngest of the fleet It can
employ four different reconnaissance systems at
low and medium levels and also collect electronic
intelligence (ELINT)

Omera 33 and 40 internal cameras have been
used in the F1 sinee # entared service, The 40 is
for penaramic photography at altitudes as low a5
2001 (80m). For operations from 5,000t (1.520m)
1o medium altitudes the 33 is usad, Bath use the
same campartment In the nose of the alrcraft and
cannot be used simulianeously,

The Fresto (Pod REconnaissance STand-OdfF) s a
pod equippad with a leng-range camera (510mim,
black and white or colour phatography) that was

developed from lessons learned during operations
over the former Yugoslavia in the late 19905, The
Fourth systerm i thie ASTAC pod for collecting ELINT,

Hoth the FAF and Mawvy will soon receive a new reope
system but according to Lisutenant Calone! Plemme
Rieal, stpiadnon commander of EC 2/33, the FICE will
navier fly with this Reco NG inouveds generation) pod
‘Because the F1CR will be withdrawn from service
In 2014, thee FAF considess it not etonamic to certify
this pad for the od jet. Although the Mirage 20000
performed the bolk of the test Nights, it will oniy be »

Ueutenant Colone! Plerre Real, commanding oificer of
EC 2/33 'Savole’.

At FICR 647/ '112.CB' departs Rundohar alrport for o clate-alr suppore misslon, Moynted under the centrelime

station is o Paveway IV lnser-guided bomb, =1z o vess
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F1 Finalg

et o protective the alrerafl from the
: _Mhﬂn‘m are hept in

Le=zd under the Rafale, firstly under naval Rafale Ms
EC 1/7 at St Dizier will get it as the first air force unit
wihile & yet 1o be estabished Rafals unit at Mont de
Marsar will be net”

The CT

Thie F1CT alrframe (Chasse-Tactique, Tactical Fightert
is older than that of the CR, and was developed ac
ground attack aircraft in the early Nineties from
redundant FIC-200s, Dassault delivered this alr
defence variant 1o the FAF between 1977 and 1033,
bt |0 was succeeded by the Mirage 2000 during the
late 190805 and earty 1590s,

Epervier

Since 1986 the FAF has had a strong presence in
Chad, Currently, it has four Mirages statloned at
n'Djamena for Operation Epervier Initially, this
opeération was established as a reactian to a
conflict between Chad and Libya. This conflict
was resolved In 1988 but France did not end
its commitment ta Epervier. The location of
wljamena in Africa s of great strategic impomance
and France has significant Interests in the region.

According o Lt Col Real, recee [s the maln mission
in Chad: “wWe regularly Ay over troubled areas in
the south and east. During the EUFOR (European
Force) mission, we often flow for EUFOR but since
that operation has finished, we fiy exclusively for
France. Naturilly, the government of Chad alsa
uses the reconnaissance efforts. It very seldom
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Above: Ina cloon configuration, devold of pylons
ond stores, the Miroge F1 is one of the sleekest
fooking aircroft currantfy flying. This FICT 236/
30-0R" powses for the camera prior to tozilng et

for a tralning sortie.
Below: The sturdy undercorrloge of the Mirage FI
& & result of e exceptionally shock abiorbers

located ai the rear of coch leg, allowlsg for speration
from semiprepared sirips- All three sndercominge
writs carry twin wferts,

h..||.||!-|-'|l'. 1t the peti afE L fer eomiribsat I.'-.5|_|-.:|h
Ewen in 2008, when rebels in the north moved
up the oifer by France to provide suppoit was
declined, Chad oid not need it The last time Fis
saw combat was biefly in 2007

Currently. they monitar refugees and trocp
movements. The misshons in Darfur |ast three 1o
five: hours on average and are always suppored by
tznkers. Reak"Chad is A first-rate leaming opporiunity
for voung pilots who just compieted canversion
training” says Real “Becauss thess operations ars
miuch less taxing than Afghanislan ops. Operation
Eparvier is totally French, The communication s

mwch easler and the tasking m lighter”

The future of the Epervier fighter force is

uncertain, Real does not know if the CRACT wil

be in theatra until his sguadron is de-activated
in 201415, "The Rafale can do 3 latof things but
the Rafale squadrons will possibly be too busy.

We have several other options. Wa can maintain

sama CRs until they un out of alrframe hours

We can zalso s2nd Mirage 200005, Howewver
UaVs ame also a possll ||:I:',,l |.||-:|. TSN ||=:,-_ | 1Rk
they can eventually take over this job”

Though the Mirage FU is old, it i still employed
in Afghanistan, The current detachment is the
secand far the FICR sgquadrons, the first
2007, All FAF activity in Afghanistan falls under
the respansibillty of Cperation Serpantaing,

From May 2009 until the summer of 2010, three
F1CRs will serve at Kandahar Air Fisld together with
threa Mirage 200005 in support of IFOR
theatre to0, they peform recce and ground attack
afthaugh the latter much more frequently occurs
=ays Beal. “For recce we primarily uss Omera 33 and
the Presto paod, for close-abr- support the GEU-12 and
30mrm canon”

The FICR is cermifled for the GBU-12 since the
lzre 19905, but it needs another platform such
az the Mirage 20000 1o guide the weanon, It s a
substantial communication intenshve cooperation
because the F1CR does not even have 2 laser spot
finder, lat alone a designator, The pilot’s only aid

being in

In this




Ahove: Deipite the grodual winding dewn of F1

aperations, af least one F18 received onniversary morkings in

2004 to celebrote the 67th anniversory of Groupe ‘Alsoce’ and its troditions. The spectoculer colowr scheme

remained an the jet fong ofter the celebrations.

ielow: Mirnge F1lis are also wsed for tralning foreign pilots sech ai those of the Moroccan Alr Force,

-y

is goggles with-a magnification factor of ten. In
other words, the pliots newd o be ‘talked on" o
their targst before they can emoloy their weapons,
That's the old way to do Close Alr Support.
*Mevertheless, we do fine” Real emphasizes.
“Nearly all the pllots are veterans from operations
in Chad. Before they go to Afghanistan, they
camplete an intense two-week trainkng execise
witth the 20000 This exercise, called, Serpentex is
conducted at Solereara Air Base on Corsica”

Anather F1CR fimitation & the lack of night-vision
goggle (NVGE) capability forcing the plloms Lo fly
almost exclusivaly in dylight. However, the lack
of |a3er @rgeting equipmant and NVG capability
are not the only deficienches in Alghanistan, The
altitude and hast at Kandzhar present limitations to
the take-off welght, f's net a problem In the winger
but in the high temperatures of the rest of the ye=ar,
the F1 is forced to wake-off with a lighter weapon
and fuel load, Says Real: The ATAR engine s old,
while the thrust-ta-weight ratie of the F1CR s not
that impressive, When it is hot, we take off with less
fuel or we take only one bomb inst=ad of two,”

The CR did get a few small modifications, “We now
rake wse of a small computer that enables us 1o
take digitized maps In addition, we received the
EVA system which is a moving map projected on
to the radar display but we ane also trylng to get
the impraved Data Modem 50 that we can reduce
our cammunications” The FICR detachment is
comiprised of fie pilots that fiv two sarties every three

days These sores [ast around four hous on averans.

The detachment was due to finish in June,
About the same time, EC 1/33 will ba dishanded,
“With one squadran, It will be very difficull 1o
man Kandahar and Chad simultansoushy,” says
Real “And that ks a challenge because the French
efforts will be maintained. We only have two
Hafale squadrons, of which one s permanently
assigned for strategic duties while the other Is
party a raining unlt Yes, we do have thres Migs

20000 squadmmns, but this type doss not have a
gun and that is really a very Imporant weapon in
Afghanistar. With strafing, we have 3 much smalie)

chance of collateral damage than with a bomb. k

is alea the preferméd weapon when the enemy |5
wery close to our own troops. Furthermaore, the
Mirage 20000 is used permanently in Djjboutl*
{5ee Exercise Beport: Djibout! funcrian, May, pi6)

Thao Future

After the dishandment of 1/33 this summer, 2733
will start proparing e move to Mont de Masan,
Lt Col Real wall not be thess ANYMOTE 25 ha s dye
to laave the squadron for another asslgnment.
Actually, the two squadrens menge but € 2/33
‘Sayole’ will not change its designation, nar will
it retire the Mirage F1CT and B, It will also not
change its complement of thiny operational pilaty
and eight instructor pilots, The instructors are
needad to train new French pllots 85 well as forsian
F1 piots such as those of the Moroccan Air Force.

What will change Is the composition of the
escadrilles, and with that the unit emblems on tha
tails. EC 2/33 will adopt the traditions of escadrilte
5al 33 ‘Heche dA Bondage from EC 133, The other
embiems of 1533, Le Pelil Prince, named after the
book of the famous writer and World War Two
pliet Antoine de Szint-Boupény, and the Leopard
af Br 244 Léopard will disappear. Nevertheless, EC
2123 will lose one too. Escadrille C53 Brapeau' has
o make room for the axe of 'Sal 337

Afthaugh the final retirerment from French service
i5 set for 2014, the FICR has plenty of alrframe life
remaining. "Both types can linger an beyond 20147
says-Real, “The CT has probably another four to five
years laft but the CR is much younger and aliit
could easily fly untll 2025°

With o weather-beatem 317 US gl (1, 2000t} drop tonk mounted under It part wing, this FICR undergoes some
routing mointenarce doving @ breck In the day's fying schednle.
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